ALBERTA 
STATISTICAL 
REVIEW 

FIRST  QUARTER,  1987 


Ahem 


TREASURY 
Bureau  of  Statistics 


ISSN:  0317-3925 


ALBERTA  STATISTICAL  REVIEW 
FIRST  QUARTER,  1987 


ALBERTA  BUREAU  OF  STATISTICS 
ALBERTA  TREASURY 
7TH  FLOOR 
9811-109  STREET 

SIR  FREDERICK  W.   HAULTAIN  BLDG. 
EDMONTON ,  ALBERTA 
T5K  0C8 


JUNE  1987 


TELEPHONE  (403)  427-3058 
TELEX  037-43237 


SYMBOLS 


The  following  standard  symbols  are  used  in  this  publication: 
figures  not  available 

figures  not  appropriate  or  not  applicable 
nil  or  zero 

amount  too  small  to  be  expressed 


x  confidential 

f  forecast 

p  preliminary 

r  revised 

NES  Not  Elsewhere  Specified 

C  Census  of  Canada 

CMA  Census  Metropolitan  Area 

M  thousand(s) 

MM  million(s) 

MW.h  megawatt  hours 

GW.h  gigawatt  hours 


Note:  Components  may  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding. 


PREFACE 


The  Alberta  Statistical  Review,  Quarterly  presents  a  comprehensive  summary  of 
social  and  economic  information  pertaining  to  the  province  of  Alberta.  The  statistical  tables  and 
graphs  provide  both  historical  and  current  data  at  provincial  and  sub-provincial  levels.  Many  tables 
also  include  comparisons  between  Canada  and  the  provinces. 


The  publication  is  arranged  into  eleven  subject  areas  supplemented  by  a  glossary 
detailing  definitions  of  terms  and  concepts.  A  brief  narrative  analysis  is  also  included  which 
highlights  interesting  trends  occurring  in  the  Alberta  economy. 


As  a  result  of  an  overall  re-evaluation  of  data  content  and  consideration  of  basic 
user  needs,  several  changes  have  been  implemented  in  this  edition.  For  example,  new  data  include 
Alberta  population  by  five  year  age  groups,  Alberta  oil  and  gas  drilling  activity,  and  urban  dwelling 
starts  by  province.  Table  deletions  include  data  pertaining  to  average  income  by  occupation,  CPI 
special  aggregates;  and  dwellings  under  construction.  Also,  the  new  1986  Alberta  Census 
Division  map  is  introduced,  outlining  revised  boundaries  according  to  the  1986  Federal  Census  of 
Canada. 


The  statistics  presented  in  this  publication  are  compiled  from  a  variety  of  sources 
including  Statistics  Canada,  federal  and  provincial  government  departments  and  the  Alberta  Bureau 
of  Statistics.  Selected  data  are  also  available  on  ASIST  (Alberta  Statistical  Information  System),  a 
computerized  public  data  base  maintained  by  the  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics.  Access  information 
is  footnoted  on  the  appropriate  tables. 


For  further  information  or  additional  copies  of  this  publication,  please  contact: 

Data  and  Methodological  Services 
Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics 
Alberta  Treasury 
7th  Floor 

Sir  Frederick  W.  Haultain  Building 
981  1-109  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  0C8 

Telephone:  (403)  427-3058 
Telex:  037-43237 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


Pa 

Preface   

List  of  Tables  

List  of  Graphs  x 

Map  of  Alberta  Census  Divisions  and  Municipalities.  1986  xv 

Summary  and  Highlights  of  Major  Economic  Indicators  

Statistical  Tables  and  Graphs  

Glossary  1 


LIST  OF  TABLES 

Page 

PEOPLE 

Table  1  Estimated  Population  of  Canada,  by  Province,  1976-1987    12 

Table  2  Estimates  of  Population  by  Age  Groups  and  Sex,  Alberta,  1 985- 1 986   1 3 

Table  3  Population  Exchange  Between  Alberta  and  Other  Provinces,  1 98 1  - 1 986   14 

Table  4  Population  Growth  by  Component,  Alberta,  1981-1 987    15 

Table  5  Vital  Statistics,  Alberta,  1981-1987    15 

Table  6  Population  Projections.  Alberta,  1986-201  1    16 

Table  7  Population  of  Alberta  Census  Divisions  and  Cities,  1976-1986    17 

LABOUR  FORCE 

Table  8  Employed  Labour  Force,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1 976- 1 987 

(Not  Seasonally  Adjusted)  22 

Table  9  Employed  Labour  Force,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1 986- 1 987 

(Seasonally  Adjusted)  23 

Table  10         Unemployed  Labour  Force,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1976-1987 

(Not  Seasonally  Adjusted)  24 

Table  1  1  Unemployed  Labour  Force,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1986-1987 

(Seasonally  Adjusted)  25 

Table  12         Unemployment  Rate,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1 976- 1 987  (Not 

Seasonally  Adjusted)  26 

Table  13         Unemployment  Rate,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1986-1987 

(Seasonally  Adjusted)  27 

Table  14         Participation  Rate,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1976-1987  (Not 

Seasonally  Adjusted)  28 

Table  15         Participation  Rate,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1986-1987 

(Seasonally  Adjusted)  29 

Table  16         Employment /Population  Ratio,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1976-1987 

(Not  Seasonally  Adjusted)  30 

Table  17         Employment/ Population  Ratio,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1986-1987 

(Seasonally  Adjusted)  31 


-v- 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/abstatrev1987qu1 


Page 


Table  18         Labour  Force  Characteristics,  Alberta.  1976-1987  (Not 

Seasonally  Adjusted)  32 

Table  19         Employed  Labour  Force  by  Industry,  Alberta,  1976-1987  (Not 

Seasonally  Adjusted)  33 

Table  20         Employed  Labour  Force  by  Occupation,  Alberta,  1976-1987 

(Not  Seasonally  Adjusted)  34 

Table  2  1  Labour  Force  Characteristics,  Edmonton  and  Calgary,  1 976- 1 987 

(Not  Seasonally  Adjusted)  35 

INCOME 

Table  22         Personal  Income  and  Personal  Disposable  Income,  Canada  and 

Provinces,  1974-1984  40 

Table  23         Average  Weekly  Earnings  Including  Overtime  of  All  Employees, 

Industrial  Aggregate,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1 983- 1 987  4 1 

Table  24         Average  Weekly  Earnings  Including  Overtime  of  All  Employees 

by  Industry,  Alberta,  1983-1987  42 

Table  25         Average  Weekly  Earnings  Including  Overtime  of  All  Employees 

by  Industry,  Edmonton,  1 983- 1 987  43 

Table  26         Average  Weekly  Earnings  Including  Overtime  of  All  Employees 

by  Industry.  Calgary,  1983-1987  44 

Table  27         Estimates  of  Labour  Income  by  Component  and  Wages  and  Salaries 

by  Industry,  Alberta,  1975-1986  45 

Table  28         Average  Total  Income  of  Taxable  Persons,  Alberta  Census  Divisions 

and  Cities,  1974-1984  46 

PRICE  INDEXES 

Table  29         Consumer  Price  Index,  All-Items,  Canada  and  Selected  Cities, 

1976-1987   50 

Table  30  Consumer  Price  Index  by  Main  Components  for  Edmonton, 

1976-1987   51 

Table  3 1  Consumer  Price  Index  by  Main  Components,  Annual  Percent  Change 

for  Edmonton,  1976-1987  52 


-vii- 


Page 

Table  32         Consumer  Price  Index  by  Mam  Components  for  Calgary,  1976-1987   53 

Table  33         Consumer  Price  Index  by  Main  Components.  Annual  Percent  Change 

for  Calgary,  1976-1987  54 

Table  34         New  Housing  Price  Indexes.  Calgary  and  Edmonton,  1981-1987  55 

ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

Table  35         Gross  Domestic  Product  at  Market  Prices,  Canada  and  Provinces, 

1975-1985   60 

Table  36         Gross  Domestic  Product  in  Constant  ( 1 97  1 )  Dollars.  Alberta, 

1975-1985   60 

Table  37         Gross  Domestic  Product  at  Factor  Cost  by  Industry,  Alberta, 

1975-1985   61 

Table  38  Private  and  Public  Investment,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1 977- 1 987  61 

Table  39  Private  and  Public  Investment  by  Industry,  Alberta,  1 977- 1 987  62 

Table  40  External  Trade  by  Commodity  Classification,  Alberta,  1 983- 1 986  63 

Table  4  1  Alberta  Exports  by  Selected  Commodities,  1 980- 1 985  64 

Table  42  Chartered  Banks  in  Alberta  by  Assets  and  Liabilities,  1 983- 1 986  65 

Table  43  Selected  Interest  Rates,  Canada,  1 976- 1 987  66 

ENERGY  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

Table  44  Energy  Resources  Production  Summary,  Alberta,  1976-1987   70 

Table  45  Drilling  Activity,  Alberta,  1976-1987  71 

Table  46  Disposition  of  Natural  Gas,  Alberta,  1976-1987   72 

Table  47  Disposition  of  Crude  Oil  and  Equivalent,  Alberta,  1976-1987   73 

Table  48  Disposition  of  Coal,  Alberta,  1 976- 1 987   74 

Table  49  Disposition  of  Electrical  Energy,  Alberta,  1 975- 1 986   75 

Table  50  Value  of  Mineral  Production,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1975-1985  76 

Table  5  1  Value  of  Mineral  Production,  Alberta,  1 975- 1 985  76 

-ix- 


Page 

MANUFACTURING 


Table  52         Estimated  Value  of  Shipments  in  All  Manufacturing  Industries,  by 

Province  of  Origin,  1976-1987  79 

Table  53         Estimated  Value  of  Shipments  of  Goods  of  Own  Manufacture  - 

Manufacturing  Industries  by  Major  Group,  Alberta,  1976-1987   80 

CONSTRUCTION 

Table  54         Value  of  Construction  Work  Purchased,  Canada  and  Provinces, 

1976-1986   86 

Table  55         Dwelling  Starts,  Completions,  Under  Construction,  All  Areas,  Canada 

and  Provinces,  1976-1987  87 

Table  56         Dwelling  Starts,  Centres  10,000  Population  and  Over,  Canada  and 

Provinces,  1976-1987   88 

Table  57         Dwelling  Starts  by  Type  of  Dwelling,  Centres  10,000  Population 

and  Over,  Alberta,  1976-1987  89 

Table  58         Dwelling  Starts,  Centres  10,000  Population  and  Over,  Alberta, 

1976-1987  90 

Table  59         Dwelling  Completions,  Centres  10,000  Population  and  Over,  Alberta, 

1976-1987   91 

Table  60         Dwelling  Starts  by  Type  of  Dwelling,  Edmonton  and  Calgary, 

1976-1987   92 

Table  6 1  Newly  Completed,  Unoccupied  Dwellings,  Calgary  and  Edmonton 

Metropolitan  Areas,  1975-1986   93 

Table  62         Value  of  All  Building  Permits,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1 976- 1 987  94 

Table  63         Building  Permits  Issued  by  Type  of  Dwelling,  Alberta,  1 976- 1 987  95 

Table  64         Value  of  Building  Permits  Issued  by  Type  of  Structure,  Alberta, 

1976-1987   96 

Table  65         Value  of  All  Building  Permits,  Alberta  and  Selected  Municipalities, 

1976-1987   97 

Table  66         Value  of  Residential  Building  Permits,  Alberta  and  Selected 

Municipalities,  1976-1987  98 

Table  67         Value  of  Building  Permits  Issued  by  Type  of  Structure,  Edmonton 

and  Calgary,  1976-1987   99 


-xi- 


Page 

AGRICULTURE 


Table  68  Total  Farm  Cash  Receipts,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1975-1986    103 

Table  69  Farm  Cash  Receipts  from  Farming  Operations,  Alberta,  1 975- 1 986   1 04 

Table  70  Farm  Cash  Receipts  from  Crops,  Alberta,  1 975- 1 986   1 05 

Table  7 1  Farm  Cash  Receipts  from  Livestock  and  Products,  Alberta,  1 975- 1 986   1 06 

Table  72         Alberta  Farms,  Value  of  Capital,  Income,  Farming  Operations  and 

Farm  Debt,  1975-1985   107 

TRADE 

Table  73         Retail  Trade,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1976-1987  (Not  Seasonally 

Adjusted)   112 

Table  74         Retail  Trade,  Canada  and  Provinces,  1 986- 1 987  (Seasonally  Adjusted)   1  1 3 

Table  75         Retail  Trade  by  Kind  of  Business,  Alberta,  1976-1987  (Not 

Seasonally  Adjusted)   114 

Table  76         New  Motor  Vehicle  Sales,  Alberta,  1 975- 1 986   1  1  8 

Table  77         Principal  Retail  and  Service  Trade  Statistics,  Alberta,  1985   1  19 

Table  78         Retail  and  Service  Trade  Statistics,  Alberta  Cities,  1985   120 

TRAVEL 

Table  79         Number  of  Travellers  and  Vehicles,  Entering  Through  Customs  Ports 

in  Canada  and  Alberta,  1975-1986    123 

Table  80         Passenger,  Mail  and  Cargo  Traffic,  Scheduled  Airline  Services, 

Edmonton  and  Calgary,  1974-1985   124 

Table  8 1  Passenger  Counts  for  National  Parks,  Alberta,  1 976- 1 987   125 


-xiii- 


LIST  OF  GRAPHS 


Page 


Graph  1  Population  Growth  by  Component,  Alberta  1  1 

Graph  2  Net  Migration  by  Component,  Alberta  11 

Graph  3  Unemployment  Rate  (Seasonally  Adjusted),  Canada  and  Selected  Provinces  21 

Graph  4  Alberta  Unemployment  Rate  by  Industry  21 

Graph  5       Average  Weekly  Earnings  -  Industrial  Aggregate,  Canada  and  Selected 

Provinces  39 

Graph  6       Alberta  Average  Weekly  Earnings  by  Industry   39 

Graph  7       Consumer  Price  Index  -  All  Items,  Percent  Change  April,  1987  Over 

April,  1 986,  Canada  and  Selected  Cities  49 

Graph  8       Consumer  Price  Index  by  Component,  Percent  Change  April,  1987  Over 

April,  1986,  Edmonton  and  Calgary  49 

Graph  9  Alberta  Capital  Expenditures  by  Industry,  Annual  Percent  Change  59 

Graph  10  Alberta  External  Trade   59 

Graph  1  1  Total  Natural  Gas  Production,  Alberta  69 

Graph  1 2  Total  Crude  Oil  Production,  Alberta  69 

Graph  13  Urban  Dwelling  Starts,  Alberta,  Edmonton  CMA  and  Calgary  CMA  85 

Graph  14     Value  of  Building  Permits  Issued,  Percent  Change  January,  1987 

Over  January,  1986,  Canada  and  Provinces  85 

Graph  1 5     Retail  Trade  (Not  Seasonally  Adjusted),  Percent  Change  Jan-Feb-87 

Over  Jan-Feb-86  1  1  1 

Graph  16     Per  Capita  Retail  Trade,  February,  1987  1  1  1 


-xv- 


COUNTY         10       4     f  ♦ 
Wetaskiwin  I 

' — 5::n__]  „  j 

COUNTY       3  |   /COUNTY  29 


COUNTY 


9 

M.D.  99 


^fad"T5eer\c01 


COUNTY  23  ' 


I  D.  9 

v.  15 

/dlbcria 

CANADA 

CENSUS  DIVISIONS 
MUNICIPALITIES 
1986 

Solid  lines  and  numbers  denote  boundaries  of  1986  Municipalities 
PRODUCED  BY  THE  ALBERTA  BUREAU  OF  SURVEYING  AND  MAPPING     C  1986 


COUNTY      17  \      D     48  \   M  0   47  ^^^^H 

i  \ 

— 

M.D  ^44 

Airdrw 
alflan 


M.D.  " 


SPECIA 
»«EA 


SPtCIAt 


 I 


"I 


COUNTY         M.D.  1« 

Aethbndge 


Medicine 

1 

MI.D  1 


M.D. 

I  COUNTY 

\                     \  \ 

v.?  n  . 

////Jvy/ 

-xvii- 


SUMMARY  AND  HIGHLIGHTS 
OF  MAJOR  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 


HIGHLIGHTS 


-Alberta's  population  as  of  April  1,  1987  was  2,378,100.  an  increase  of  5.900  over  January  1. 
1987.  A  reduction  in  net  mterprovincial  out  migration  (3.200)  combined  with  a  higher  natural 
increase  (7,700)  accounted  for  much  of  the  growth. 


-In  April,  1987,  Ontario  registered  the  lowest  unemployment  rate  (seasonally  adjusted)  among  the 
provinces  at  6.4%.  Canada's  rate  stood  at  9.3%,  the  lowest  recorded  since  February,  1982. 
Alberta  s  rate  at  10.0%  was  the  fourth  lowest,  and  has  declined  for  three  consecutive  months. 
Since  December,  1983,  Edmonton's  rate  has  consistently  been  higher  than  Calgary  s.  In  April, 
Edmonton  posted  12.2%  compared  to  9.6%  for  Calgary. 


-Alberta  experienced  the  only  provincial  decline  in  average  weekly  earnings  between  February, 
1986  and  February,  1987.  At  S447.27,  Alberta  wages  were  the  third  highest;  Ontario  ranked  first 
at  $451.45  and  B.C.  was  second  at  $450.96.  Among  Alberta  goods  producing  industries, 
construction  wages  dropped  the  most  (9.1%).  Increases  were  evident  in  all  service  industries  except 
trade. 


-Between  April,  1986  and  April.  1987,  the  highest  rate  of  increase  in  the  Consumer  Price  Index 
was  recorded  in  Toronto  at  6.0%.  The  national  index  was  up  4.5%,  the  fourth  consecutive 
year-over-year  increase.  Edmonton  and  Calgary  indexes  rose  3.6%  and  3.8%  respectively,  largely 
attributable  to  advances  in  the  tobacco  and  alcohol  components. 


-Between  1985  and  1986,  private  amd  public  investment  in  Saskatchewan,  Alberta  and  B.C. 
declined  7.8%,  6.2%  and  6.0%  respectively.  The  rate  of  increase  was  the  highest  in  Ontario  (14.6%), 
while  Canada  rose  4.6%.  Lower  expenditures  in  primary  industries  (including  mining  and  oil),  food 
and  beverages,  and  metal  fabricating  industries  were  primarily  responsible  for  the  decline  in  Alberta. 
Preliminary  estimates  for  1987  indicate  that  total  investment  is  expected  to  improve  in  all  provinces 
except  Newfoundland  and  Alberta.  An  increase  of  3.9%  is  anticipated  for  Canada. 


-Despite  recording  the  only  provincial  decline  in  retail  sales  during  January  and  February  compared 
to  the  same  period  a  year  ago,  Alberta  maintained  the  highest  per  capita  sales  at  $423,  Ontario  was 
second  at  $412.  Sales  were  down  in  automotive  businesses  (excluding  used  car  dealerships),  variety 
stores,  household  appliance  stores,  general  merchandise  stores  and  department  stores.  Partially 
offsetting  these  declines  were  increased  purchases  in  used  car  dealerships,  sporting 
goods /  accessories  stores,  specialty  shoe  stores,  hardware  stores  and  book  and  stationery  stores. 


-Compared  to  the  same  period  in  1986,  urban  dwelling  starts  for  January  to  March,  1987  were  up 
in  all  provinces  with  the  exception  of  Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia  and  Alberta.  At  1,039,  Alberta 
starts  dropped  3 1 .3%.  Single  detached  dwelling  starts  fell  32.0%. 
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ASIST 

ASIST  (Alberta  Statistical  Information  System)  is  a  publicly  accessible  on-line  information 
system  for  the  retrieval,  manipulation  and  dissemination  of  socio-economic  data.  ASIST 
has  been  developed  in  response  to  an  ever-increasing  need  for  a  single  source  of  timely 
and  reliable  information,  which  is  readily  accessible  to  businesses,  government 
departments  and  agencies  and  the  general  public. 

ASIST  contains  current  and  historical  statistical  information  on  a  wide  range  of  subjects 
including  population,  energy,  trade  and  commerce,  prices,  manufacturing,  finance  and 
construction.  In  general,  this  statistical  information  focuses  on  Alberta  and  its  various 
geographical  areas.  The  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics  is  solely  responsible  for 
co-ordinating  the  entry,  maintenance  and  updating  of  all  data  within  ASIST.  Where 
applicable,  ASIST  matrix  numbers  have  been  provided  at  the  bottom  of  tables.  As  well, 
many  of  the  other  statistical  series  presented  in  this  publication  are  available  on  the 
Cansim  Mini-base  and  can  be  retrieved  through  ASIST. 


AVERAGE  WEEKLY  EARNINGS 

Average  weekly  earnings  represent  gross  pay  before  deductions  for  taxes, 
unemployment  insurance  contributions,  etc.  This  includes  salaries,  straight-time  wages, 
piece-work  and  regular  commission  earnings,  regular  paid  incentives,  cost  of  living  and 
other  bonuses,  payments  to  persons  absent  with  pay  in  the  survey  reference  week  and 
overtime  earnings  (all  pay  received  for  the  number  of  hours  worked  in  excess  of  the 
standard  workday  or  workweek).  The  payroll  concept  does  not  include  supplementary 
labour  costs. 

All  employees  include  salaried  employees,  employees  paid  by  the  hour  and  those 
employees  whose  basic  remuneration  is  in  the  form  of  commission,  piece  rates, 
mileage  allowances,  etc. 

Effective  Apr-83,  amendments  were  made  to  the  survey  used  in  collecting  this  data. 
Major  alterations  include: 

1)  The  inclusion  of  firms  of  all  sizes  rather  than  only  those  with  20  or  more 
employees. 

2)  The  Industrial  Composite  concept  has  been  expanded.  The  new  Industrial 
Aggregate  is  now  the  sum  of  all  industries  with  the  exception  of  agriculture, 
fishing  and  trapping,  religious  organizations,  private  households  and  military 
personnel.  (The  old  Industrial  Composite  excluded  the  same  as  well  as 
education,  health  and  welfare  services  and  public  administration.) 


BANK  RATE 

The  Bank  Rate  is  the  minimum  rate  at  which  the  Bank  of  Canada  makes  short-term 
advances  to  the  chartered  banks  or  to  savings  banks  governed  by  the  Quebec  Savings 
Bank  Act  and  after  1-Dec-80,  to  all  members  of  the  Canadian  Payments  Association. 
Data  shown  are  for  the  last  Wednesday  in  the  reference  month. 
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BUILDING  PERMITS 

Residential  Building  Permits  -  Number  of  Dwelling  Units  Created 

1 )  Single 

Refers  to  structures  containing  only  one  dwelling  unit  completely  separated 
from  any  other  dwelling  or  structure. 

2)  Cottages 

Refers  to  seasonal  dwellings  such  as  summer  homes  and  house-boats. 

3)  Double 

Refers  to  dwellings  found  in  structures  containing  two  dwelling  units  such  as 
duplexes  and  semi-detached  dwellings. 

4)  Row 

Refers  to  one-family  dwellings  in  a  structure  of  three  or  more  attached 
dwellings. 

5)  Apartments 

Refers  to  all  multiple  housing  with  three  or  more  units  such  as  triplexes, 
quadruplexes,  row  duplexes  as  well  as  apartments  proper.  Flats  which  are  part 
of  a  non-residential  structure  are  also  included. 

6)  Conversions 

Refers  to  dwelling  units  added  by  conversion  of  existing  structures. 


Residential  Building  Permits  -  Value 

Value  of  building  permits  issued  for  residential  construction  including  residential 
garages,  swimming  pools,  alterations  and  improvements. 


Non-Residential  Building  Permits 

Value  of  building  permits  issued  for  new  construction,  alterations  and  improvements 
for  industrial,  commercial,  institutional  and  government  construction. 

1)  Industrial  Building  Permits 

Includes  buildings  used  for  manufacturing  and  processing;  transportation, 
communication  and  other  utilities;  agriculture;  forestry;  and  mine  and  mine  mill 
buildings. 

2)  Commercial  Building  Permits 

Includes  stores,  warehouses,  garages,  office  buildings,  theatres,  hotels, 
funeral  parlours,  beauty  salons  and  miscellaneous  commercial  -  signs,  posters, 
heating  and  plumbing  installations,  etc. 

3)  Institutional  and  Government  Building  Permits 

Includes  expenditures  made  by  the  community,  public  and  government  for 
buildings  and  structures  -  schools,  universities,  hospitals,  clinics,  churches, 
homes  for  the  aged,  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  government  office  and 
administration  buildings,  law  enforcement,  etc. 


CANSIM 

CANSIM  is  the  name  given  to  Statistics  Canada's  computerized  data  base.  It  is  often 
termed  a  general  purpose  data  bank  offering  a  detailed  and  conceptually  compatible  set 
of  aggregate  data  pertaining  to  a  large  number  of  interrelated  fields.  CANSIM  contains 
over  360,000  timeseries  of  socio-economic  information.  An  example  of  a  timeseries 
would  be  monthly  retail  sales  for  Alberta. 

The  Alberta  Bureau  of  Statistics  maintains  approximately  6000  timeseries  on  CANSIM 
of  Alberta  specific  data  at  both  the  provincial  and  sub-provincial  level. 

The  majority  of  information  contained  in  this  publication  is  available  on  CANSIM.  For 
your  convenience  we  have  provided  CANSIM  matrix  numbers  at  the  bottom  of  most 
tables. 
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CENSUS  DIVISION  (CD) 

According  to  1981  Census  boundaries,  Alberta  is  divided  into  fifteen  census  divisions. 
However,  as  a  result  of  1986  Census  boundary  changes,  total  divisions  have  increased 
to  nineteen.  (CD  8  split  into  CD  s  8  and  9,  CD  12  split  into  CD  s  12  and  16;  and  CD  15 
split  into  CD's  17,  18  and  19.)  (See  1 986  Census  map  at  front  of  publication.) 

CENSUS  METROPOLITAN  AREA  (CM A) 

A  CMA  refers  to  the  main  labour  market  area  of  an  urbanized  core  of  at  least  100,000 
population,  based  on  the  previous  census.  The  urbanized  core,  together  with  adjacent 
urban  and  rural  areas,  have  a  high  degree  of  economic  and  social  integration.  CMA's  are 
comprised  of  one  or  more  Census  Subdivisions  (CSD's)  which  meet  at  least  one  of  the 
following  criteria: 

1)  the  CSD  falls  completely  or  partly  inside  the  urbanized  core; 

2)  at  least  50%  of  the  employed  labour  force  living  in  the  CSD  works  in  the 
urbanized  core;  or 

3)  at  least  25%  of  the  employed  labour  force  working  in  the  CSD  lives  in  the 
urbanized  core. 

Two  CMA's  are  located  in  Alberta:  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 

In  the  1981  Census,  the  Edmonton  CMA  included  Bon  Accord,  Edmonton  City,  Fort 
Saskatchewan,  Gibbons,  Legal,  Morinville,  Redwater,  St.  Albert,  Strathcona  County  No. 
20  and  Sturgeon  Municipal  District  No.  90.  In  the  1986  Census,  boundary  changes  were 
made  resulting  in  the  expansion  of  the  CMA  to  include  Leduc  County  No.  25  and 
Parkland  County  No.  31  with  their  respective  component  CSD's. 

The  Calgary  CMA  consisted  of  only  Calgary  City  in  1981.  In  1986,  the  CMA  boundary 
increased  to  include  Rocky  View  Municipal  District  No.  44  and  its  component  CSD's,  ie. 
Airdrie,  Beiseker,  Cochrane,  Crossfield  and  Irricana. 


CONSUMER  PRICE  INDEX 

The  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI)  is  a  price  index  which  measures  the  percentage  change 
through  time,  of  a  constant  quantity  and  quality  of  goods  and  services  purchased  by  a 
representative  Canadian  urban  family  in  a  specified  time  period.  The  CPI  for  each  city 
measures  price  changes  from  one  time  period  to  another  within  that  specific  city.  Thus, 
while  city  CPI's  show  the  movement  of  prices  in  each  city,  they  do  not  indicate  price 
level  differences  between  cities,  or  between  cities  and  Canada.  The  CPI  is  not  a  measure 
of  true  inflationary-deflationary  trends.  The  inference  of  using  the  CPI  as  a  measure  of 
true  inflation  or  deflation  is  incorrect.  The  CPI  only  measures  percentage  changes  of  a 
"basket"  of  commodities  -  not  all  items  which  contribute  to  inflation  or  deflation  are 
included. 

The  CPI  is  compiled  using  updated  weights  obtained  from  the  1982  Family  Expenditure 
Survey  which  outlines  patterns  of  urban  consumer  spending  behavior. 

The  CPI  Percent  Change  is  calculated  by  first  subtracting  the  current  period  index  from 
the  previous  period  index  and  then  dividing  this  index  point  difference  by  the  previous 
period  index  and  finally  multiplying  the  result  by  one  hundred. 


DEPLANED 

Traffic  (passengers,  mail  and  cargo)  which  lands  and  disembarks  at  an  airport. 
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DWELLING  COMPLETION 

Dwelling  completion  is  the  stage  at  which  all  the  proposed  construction  work  on  a 
dwelling  unit  has  been  performed. 


DWELLING  START 

A  dwelling  start  is  recorded  when  the  footing  has  been  installed,  that  is,  when  the 
concrete  has  been  poured  for  the  whole  of  the  footing  around  the  structure. 


DWELLING  UNITS 

Please  note,  the  following  definitions  are  applicable  only  to  data  from  the  Survey  of 
Starts  and  Completions. 

1)  Single  Detached 

This  is  commonly  called  a  "single  house".  It  contains  only  one  dwelling  unit 
which  is  completely  separated  on  all  sides  from  any  other  dwelling  or 
structure. 

2)  Semi-Detached 

This  category  includes  each  one  of  two  dwellings  separated  by  a  common  wall 
extending  from  ground  to  roof,  or  by  a  garage. 

3)  Row 

This  comprises  only  single  attached  houses  in  a  row  of  three  or  more 
dwellings.  Row-duplexes  are  not  included  in  this  category. 

4)  Apartment  and  Other 

This  category  includes  dwelling  units  such  as: 
-duplexes 
-double  duplexes 
-triplexes 
-row-duplexes 

-apartments  as  commonly  known 
-dwellings  over,  or  at  the  back  of,  a  store  or 
other  non-residential  structure. 


EMPLOYED 

The  employed  labour  force  includes  all  persons  who  during  the  reference  week: 

1 )  did  any  work  at  all 

2)  had  a  job  but  were  not  at  work  due  to: 

-own  illness  or  disability 
-personal  or  family  responsibilities 
-bad  weather 
-labour  dispute 
-vacation 

-other  reason  not  specified  above. 


EMPLOYMENT/POPULATION  RATIO 

The  employment/ population  ratio  represents  the  number  of  persons  employed 
expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  population  15  years  of  age  and  over.  The 
employment/ population  ratio  for  a  particular  group  (age,  sex,  marital  status,  etc.)  is  the 
number  employed  in  that  group  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  population  for  that 
group. 
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ENPLANED 

Traffic  (passengers,  mail  and  cargo)  which  embarks  and  takes  off  from  an  airport. 


EXTERNAL  TRADE 

External  trade  statistics  are  compiled  from  administrative  documents  collected  by 
Revenue  Canada,  Customs  and  Excise.  Trade  statistics  for  electricity  and  exports  of 
crude  petroleum  and  natural  gas  are  collected  by  the  Manufacturing  and  Primary 
Industries  Division  of  Statistics  Canada.  Exports  and  imports  are  recorded  at  values 
which  reflect  the  actual  selling  price.  Non-trade  transactions  such  as  private  donations 
and  gifts,  settlers'  effects  and  tourist  purchases  are  excluded  in  the  trade  statistics. 


Domestic  Exports  -  include  goods  grown,  extracted  or  manufactured  in 
Alberta  (including  goods  of  foreign  origin  which  have  been  materially 
transformed  in  Alberta).  Prior  to  1984,  provincial  export  data  was  based  upon 
province  of  lading,  indicating  where  the  goods  were  first  laden  aboard  a 
carrier  for  export.  Commencing  with  1984  data,  provincial  export  statistics 
are  reported  on  a  province  of  origin  basis,  that  is,  the  province  in  which  the 
good  were  grown,  extracted  or  manufactured. 

Imports  -  import  data  by  province  of  clearance  indicates  the  province  in  which 
the  goods  were  cleared  by  Customs  either  for  immediate  consumption  or  for 
entry  into  a  bonded  Customs  warehouse.  This  may  not  always  coincide  with  the 
province  in  which  the  goods  are  consumed  or  enter  the  productive  process. 


FARM  CASH  RECEIPTS 

Farm  cash  receipts  include  the  cash  returns  from  the  sale  of  all  agricultural  products 
except  those  associated  with  direct  inter-farm  intraprovmcial  transfers.  Other 
components  included  are  Wheat  Board  payments,  cash  advances  on  farm-stored  crops, 
deferred  gram  receipts  in  Western  Canada,  Agriculture  Stabilization  Act  deficiency 
payments,  Western  Grain  Stabilization  Act  payments,  and  provincial  income  stabilization 
payments. 


FARM  DEBT  OUTSTANDING 

Farm  debt  is  estimated  using  a  calendar  year-end  debt  outstanding  figure.  For 
institutions  operating  on  a  fiscal  year  ending  31 -Mar,  the  debt  outstanding  at  the  fiscal 
year-end,  31 -Mar,  is  used  to  represent  the  debt  at  31 -Dec  of  the  previous  year. 
Excluded  from  these  figures  are  loans  to  farmers  for  non-farm  business  purposes  and 
for  personal  use  (household  purposes).  In  the  case  of  loans  for  automobiles,  an 
arbitrary  one  half  of  the  value  of  debt  outstanding  was  included  as  a  farm  loan.  Also 
excluded  were  amounts  outstanding  due  to  late  payment  of  property  tax  and  income 
tax. 


FARM  OPERATING  EXPENSES  AND  DEPRECIATION  CHARGES 

These  estimates  include  farm  business  costs  incurred  by  farmers  regardless  of  whether 
they  are  paid  for  in  cash  or  accumulated  as  new  debt.  As  far  as  possible,  they  exclude 
outlays  for  goods  and  services  obtained  directly  from  other  farmers.  All  direct  subsidy 
payments  are  taken  into  account  in  order  that  the  estimates  represent  only  net  amounts 
paid  by  farmers. 

Depreciation  charges  are  intended  to  approximate  the  replacement  cost  of  the  value  of 
farm  buildings  and  machinery  used  up  in  the  year.  Building  depreciation  estimates  are  for 
depreciation  on  farm  buildings  including  the  farm  business  share  of  houses  on 
owner-occupied  farms.  Depreciation  is  calculated  using  a  straight  line  rate  of  35 
percent  and  an  expected  building  life  of  28.5  years. 
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GROSS  DOMESTIC  PRODUCT  AT  FACTOR  COST 

Gross  Domestic  Product  (GDP)  at  Factor  Cost  is  a  measure  of  income  accruing  to  the 
factors  of  production  (land,  labour  and  capital).  It  does  not  include  income  that  accrues 
to  the  non-factor  or  invisible  components  of  GDP  (see  Gross  Domestic  Product  at 
Market  Prices).  Thus  GDP  at  Factor  Cost  is  derived  from  GDP  at  Market  Prices  by 
subtracting  Indirect  Taxes  less  Subsidies,  plus  Residual. 


GROSS  DOMESTIC  PRODUCT  AT  MARKET  PRICES 

Gross  Domestic  Product  (GDP)  at  Market  Prices  refers  to  the  total  value  of  production 
within  a  given  geographical  area  for  a  specific  time  period,  and  is  measured  in  prices 
which  prevail  during  the  period  being  valued.  Total  production  measures  are  based  upon 
the  earnings  of  the  factors  of  production  (Factor  Cost)  plus  the  non-factor  costs  of 
production  (Indirect  Taxes  less  Subsidies).  GDP  at  Market  Prices  also  includes  an  indirect 
measure  of  depreciation  called  Capital  Consumption  Allowances.  Since  this  is  a  measure 
of  production,  it  does  not  include  transfer  payments. 


GROSS  DOMESTIC  PRODUCT  IN  CONSTANT  DOLLARS 

Gross  Domestic  Product  (GDP)  in  Constant  Dollars  is  a  measure  of  total  production 
during  a  given  time  frame  and  a  given  geographical  location  which  is  valued  in  prices  for 
some  base  year.  For  Alberta,  the  base  year  used  is  1 97  1 . 


LABOUR  FORCE 

The  labour  force  is  composed  of  that  portion  of  the  civilian  non-institutional  population 
fifteen  years  of  age  and  over  who,  during  the  reference  week  were  employed  or 
unemployed. 


LABOUR  INCOME 

Labour  income,  comprising  wages  and  salaries  and  supplementary  labour  income,  is 
defined  as  all  compensation  paid  to  employees  residing  in  Canada.  Supplementary  labour 
income,  which  is  defined  as  payments  made  by  employers  for  the  future  benefit  of  their 
employees,  comprises  employers'  contributions  to  employee  welfare  and  pension 
funds,  workmen's  compensation  funds  and  unemployment  insurance. 


MIGRATION 

Migration  is  defined  as  a  permanent  change  of  residence  from  one  geographical  unit  to 
another. 


NET  MIGRATION 

Net  migration  is  the  difference  between  in-migration  and  out-migration  for  a 
geographical  unit. 


NEW  HOUSING  PRICE  INDEX 

The  new  housing  price  index  measures  changes  in  selling  prices  of  new  houses 
constructed  by  large  and  medium  volume  builders  in  metropolitan  areas.  The  houses 
sampled  are  representative  of  the  total  being  sold  at  that  time  but  adjustments  are  made 
for  changes  in  physical  characteristics  to  arrive  at  pure  price  change.  Prices  used  are 
the  selling  prices  agreed  upon  between  builder  and  buyer  at  the  time  of  signing  the 
contract.  Prices  relate  to  mid-month.  The  composite  index  includes  the  house  and  the 
serviced  lot  on  which  it  stands. 
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NEWLY  COMPLETED  UNOCCUPIED  DWELLINGS 

Newly  completed  unoccupied  dwellings  are  those  which  are  not  sold  or  rented  at  the 
time  the  dwellings  are  reported  as  completed  in  the  Survey  of  Starts  and  Completions. 
The  units  are  surveyed  every  month  until  they  are  sold  or  rented. 


NOT  IN  THE  LABOUR  FORCE 

Persons  Not  in  the  Labour  Force  are  that  portion  of  the  civilian  non-institutional 
population  fifteen  years  of  age  and  over  who,  during  the  reference  week  were  neither 
employed  nor  unemployed. 


PARTICIPATION  RATE 

The  participation  rate  represents  the  labour  force  as  a  percentage  of  the  population 
fifteen  years  of  age  and  over.  The  participation  rate  for  a  particular  group  (age,  sex, 
marital  status,  etc.)  is  the  labour  force  in  that  group  expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the 
population  for  that  group. 


PERSONAL  DISPOSABLE  INCOME 

Personal  Disposable  Income  consists  of  total  personal  income  less  personal  direct  taxes 
and  other  current  transfers  to  government  from  persons. 


PERSONAL  INCOME 

Personal  Income  includes  all  forms  of  income  received  by  persons  and  unincorporated 
businesses: 

1)  wages,  salaries  and  supplementary  labour  income 

2)  military  pay  and  allowances 

3)  net  income  of  non-farm  businesses  including  rent 

4)  net  income  of  farm  operators  from  farm  production 

5)  interest,  dividends  and  miscellaneous  investment  income 

6)  transfer  payment  income  from  the  government,  from  corporations  and  from 
non-residents. 


POPULATION  PROJECTION  SERIES 

Two  series  of  long-term  Alberta  population  projections  were  prepared  by  the  Alberta 
Bureau  of  Statistics  for  the  years  1986-201  1.  Each  series  is  based  on  different  net 
migration  assumptions: 

Series  I  -  Low  Growth  Net  Migration 

Series  II  -  Medium  to  High  Growth  Net  Migration 

A  lower  fertility  scenario  is  used  in  both  series  starting  at  a  level  of  1.85  per  1,000 
women  in  1 986  and  declining  to  1 .6  per  1 ,000  women  in  20  1  1 . 


PRIME  RATE 

The  Chartered  Banks'  Rate  on  Prime  Business  Loans  is  the  rate  charged  to  the  most 
credit-worthy  borrowers.  The  rate  shown  is  of  the  last  Wednesday  of  the  month.  When 
there  are  differences  in  the  rate  charged  by  individual  banks,  the  most  typical  rate  or 
rates  are  taken. 
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PRIVATE  AND  PUBLIC  INVESTMENT 

Private  and  Public  Investment  consists  of  total  outlays  for  construction  and  for  the 
acquisition  of  producers'  machinery  and  equipment  by  Canadian  business,  institutions 
and  governments,  together  with  expenditures  for  housing.  Capital  expenditures  include 
the  cost  of  procuring,  constructing  and  installing  new  durable  plant  and  machinery, 
whether  for  replacement  of  worn  or  obsolete  assets,  or  as  net  additions  to  existing 
assets.  Repair  expenditures  represent  the  non-capitalized  outlays  made  to  maintain  the 
operating  efficiency  of  the  existing  stock  of  durable  physical  assets. 


RETAIL  TRADE 

Retail  trade  is  defined  as  the  aggregate  sales  made  through  retail  locations  (outlets). 
Retail  trade  estimates  do  not  include  any  form  of  direct  selling  which  bypasses  the  retail 
store,  for  example:  direct  door  to  door  selling;  sales  made  through  automatic  vending 
machines;  sales  of  newspapers  or  magazines  sold  directly  by  printers  or  publishers;  and 
sales  made  by  book  and  record  clubs.  Retail  trade  excludes:  retail  sales  through  ancillary 
units,  for  example,  warehouses,  head  offices,  etc.;  sales  of  contractors  whose  major 
activity  is  not  retailing;  and  retail  transactions  between  individuals. 


SEASONAL  ADJUSTMENT 

Fluctuations  in  economic  time  series  are  caused  by  seasonal,  cyclical  and  irregular 
movements.  A  seasonally-adjusted  series  is  one  from  which  seasonal  movements  have 
been  eliminated.  Seasonal  movements  are  defined  as  those  which  are  caused  by  regular 
annual  events  such  as  climate,  crop  cycles,  holidays  and  vacation  periods,  grain  receipts 
in  Western  Canada,  deficiency  payments  made  by  provincial  governments  and  the 
agricultural  stabilization  board  and  provincial  income  stabilization  payments. 


TAXATION  STATISTICS 

Taxation  Statistics  are  based  on  individuals  that  have  filed  tax  returns  with  Revenue 
Canada,  Taxation.  Allocation  of  income  is  on  the  basis  of  the  taxfiler's  address  at  the 
time  of  filing.  These  figures  should  not  be  used  to  arrive  at  a  per  capita  personal  income 
figure  for  the  province  or  sub-provincial  areas  for  the  following  reasons: 

1)  Some  individuals  (e.g.  students)  who  have  earned  small  amounts  of  income 
during  a  year  may  not  file  a  return  with  Revenue  Canada,  Taxation. 

2)  Some  taxfilers  may  not  report  all  income  received,  i.e.,  understate  their 
income. 

3)  Imputed  income  is  not  included  in  taxation  statistics,  e.g.  free  room  and 
board,  clothing,  etc.  provided  to  employees. 


TYPICAL  MORTGAGE  RATE 

The  typical  mortgage  rate  is  the  rate  charged  by  chartered  banks  on  either  1  year  or  5 
year  residential  mortgages.  Monthly  data  refer  to  the  last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 


UNEMPLOYED 

The  unemployed  includes  those  persons  who  during  the  reference  week: 

1)  were  without  work,  had  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks 
(ending  with  reference  week)  and  were  available  for  work. 

2)  had  not  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks  but  had  been  on 
layoff  for  twenty-six  weeks  or  less  and  were  available  for  work. 

3)  had  not  actively  looked  for  work  in  the  past  four  weeks  but  had  a  new  job  to 
start  in  four  weeks  or  less  from  reference  week,  and  were  available  for  work. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE 

The  unemployment  rate  represents  the  number  of  unemployed  persons  as  a  percent  of 
the  labour  force.  The  unemployment  rate  for  a  particular  group  (age,  sex,  marital  status, 
etc.)  is  the  unemployment  in  that  group  expressed  as  a  percent  of  the  labour  force  for 
that  group. 


VALUE  OF  CONSTRUCTION  WORK  PURCHASED 

The  Value  of  Construction  Work  Purchased  consists  of  the  total  value  of  output  of  both 
the  construction  industry  and  construction  labour  forces  in  other  industries.  Also 
included  are  related  construction  costs  which  are  accumulated  during  the  creation  of  a 
structure.  Examples  include  pre-construction  planning  and  design,  management,  legal 
and  real  estate  fees,  interest  during  construction,  etc. 


VALUE  OF  FARM  CAPITAL 

Land  and  Buildings  -  value  of  land  and  buildings  is  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  real  estate 
used  for  agricultural  purposes  or  the  value  of  real  estate  used  for  agricultural 
production  located  on  one  acre  or  more  and  with  gross  sales  greater  than  $250. 

Implements  and  Machinery  -  value  reported  at  its  market  value,  which  is  the  value  the 
machinery  would  have  in  its  present  condition  in  an  auction  sale. 


VALUE  OF  MANUFACTURING  SHIPMENTS 

Value  of  manufacturing  shipments  is  defined  as  the  gross  value  of  goods  produced 
from  its  own  materials  by  the  reporting  establishment,  or  for  its  account.  Value  is  net  of 
discounts,  returns  and  allowances,  sales  tax,  excise  taxes  and  duties,  returnable 
containers  and  common  or  contract  carriers'  charges  for  outward  transportation  (but 
not  of  own  carriers'  delivery  expense).  Shipment  values  in  this  publication  are  monthly 
projections  of  annual  census  of  manufacturers'  values  based  on  returns  from  a 
stratified  systematic  sample  of  manufacturing  establishments. 


WELL  COMPLETIONS 

Wells  completed  (also  referred  to  as  initial  zone  completions)  include  the  number  of 
new  producing  oil  and  gas  formations  recorded  by  Alberta  Energy  Resources 
Conservation  Board  during  a  reference  month. 


WELLS  DRILLED  -  Type  Of 

Development  -  developmental  drilling  takes  place  within  a  proved  or  established  area  of 
an  oil  reservoir  to  a  depth  known  to  be  productive. 

Exploration  -  exploratory  drilling  refers  to  locating  oil  fields  or  pools,  or  testing  for 
new  fields  or  pools,  in  areas  that  have  not  been  designated  as  producing  areas. 
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